
Mark Paper
Chief Executive Officer
BPI Africa
Explain your role at Business Partners International?
As CEO for Business Partners International Africa, I am responsible for the expansion of 
the successful Business Partners International model into other parts of Africa, having 
raised and established funds in Madagascar, Kenya, Rwanda, Namibia, Zambia and 
Malawi and more recently set up the permanent investment company in East Africa 
which also saw new offices being established in Uganda. I am also a member of the 
Business Partners International board and of several of its in-country subsidiaries. I am a 
member of the Business Partners Limited Executive Management team and actively sit 
on its Investment Committees.

What motivates you?
Absolutely the opportunity to build sustainable business – be it growing Business 
Partners International footprint in other parts of Africa, or being a part of growing our 
client’s businesses.

What is the best part of your job?
The best part of my job is out meeting clients, listening to their stories, getting excited 
with and for them about their ideas and later seeing the impact that Business Partners 
International has had on the business, their employees and themselves.

What is your top tip for entrepreneurs?
Have a plan – it’s the same as using a road map to get from A to B – it will ensure that 
you don’t get lost along the way.

Matthew Cumming
Regional Investment Manager

Explain your role at Business Partners International?
I am the Regional Investment Manager for BPI and I oversee the operations in four 
countries, namely Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda and Zambia

What motivates you?
“Africanacity”, I enjoy seeing SMEs grow and overcome their unique challenges to outper-
form even their own expectations

What is the best part of your job?
Seeing an SME have a true development impact; empowering their staff and showing due 
consideration for their community and the environment in which they operate.

What is your top tip for entrepreneurs?
I have seen successful businesses fail because they overtraded. Cash flow, not profit, 
determines your business’ success.

What is your favourite quote?
“Do not judge me by my successes, judge me by how many times I fell down and got back 
up again” Nelson Mandela



Michael Muthengi Makau
Country Manager: Kenya

Explain your role at Business Partners International?
As the Country Manager, I manage and oversee the business in Kenya. I lead the in-country 
team to source and support SMEs who require funding for their businesses. I also ensure 
that all Business Partners International customers receive world class service.

What motivates you?
Seeing a happy entrepreneur who has been impacted by the investment Business Partners 
International has done in their business to support their dream and passion.

What is the best part of your job?
Listening to entrepreneurs dream and us finding a solution that makes that dream come 
true.

What is your top tip for entrepreneurs?
Have a clear vision for your business. Document it and review it at least once a year. Have 
very clear goals every year and have someone hold you accountable.

Vincent Kiyingi
Country Manager: Uganda

Explain your role at Business Partners International?
I am the Country Manager, charged with managing and overseeing the Ugandan office 
which includes the investment team and general office operations. In this role I am 
responsible for representing the company at different business forums and interactions.

What motivates you?
I am motivated by the continuous challenge of providing tailored solutions to SMEs.

What is the best part of your job?
I feel gratified when I am able to offer bespoke financing and technical solutions that turn 
around the performance of a business to a point of becoming a renowned regional brand 
or a model company.

What is your top tip for entrepreneurs?
Entrepreneurs should embrace technology and invariably be aware of the new develop-
ments in this space in order to widen their market base, for example, through on-line 
marketing they will be able to transcend borders and remain relevant to their target market.

What is your favourite quote?
”Success is not the final, failure is not fatal, it’s the courage to continue that counts” 
–Winston Churchill.



Jean-Claude Ishimwe Mutajogire
Country Manager: Rwanda

Explain your role at Business Partners International?
My role at Business Partners International is Country Manager: Rwanda. My responsibility 
in this role is to serve the needs of SMEs in Rwanda.

What motivates you?
Doing the work for which I am passionate for and investing in viable businesses that 
impact the economy by supporting their development.

What is the best part of your job?
Working with entrepreneurs who all possess the spirit of enterprise imbued with ingenuity 
and creativity and in the process assisting them to meet their goals and achieve success.

What is your top tip for entrepreneurs?
Remember the old saying, “Rome was not built in a day”. Just because you open a 
business doesn’t mean you’re going to immediately succeed. It takes time to build a 
business model, so stay focused on achieving your short-term goals.

What is your favourite quote?
“The question I ask myself almost every day is, ‘am I doing the most important thing I 
could be doing?'” – Mark Zuckerberg.

Gerschwyne van Wyk
Country Manager: BPI Namibia

Explain your role at Business Partners International?
Heading up the Namibian operations of the Business Partners International Southern 
Africa Fund which serves the needs of SME’s across the length and breadth of the land of 
the Brave.

What motivates you?
Sowing seeds and the opportunity to see those seeds germinate and bloom into beautiful 
flowers…

What is the best part of your job?
Working with people from all walks of life that had the tenacity to turn a simple dream into 
a business that more often than not become a legacy to others.

What is your top tip for entrepreneurs?
In every failure or obstacle that comes your way there’s a lesson to be learned, try to 
swiftly forget the event, but always carry and learn from the lesson learned.

What is your favourite quote?
“We are always going to better tomorrow and we would too, if only we started today” – 
Mother Theresa.



Akuzike Kafwamba
Country Manager – Malawi

Explain your role at Business Partners International?
I am the Country Manager of Business Partners International Malawi. I am responsible for 
all the investments made across the country and I am the face of Business Partners 
International in Malawi.

What motivates you?
The realisation that at the end of the decision being made there are lives that are being 
impacted positively motivates me to make quality investment decisions.

What is the best part of your job?
The thrill that comes with working with the most complex people – entrepreneurs. The 
unpredictability of entrepreneurs, no matter how much one tries to categorise them, 
provides utmost excitement and satisfaction to me.

What is your top tip for entrepreneurs?
Not to give up, not to wither away and back down. When the going gets tough, good 
entrepreneurs withstand the tide, show strong resilience and put up a good plan for the 
business to survive.

What is your favourite quote?
“A ship in the harbour is safe, but that is not what ships are built for.” John A. Shedd

Stefanie Pratten
Company Secretarial and Compliance Manager 

Explain your role at Business Partners International?
I am the Company Secretarial and Compliance Manager of the group. I ensure that the 
group promotes and sustains good corporate governance as well as complies with 
legislative requirements and best practice in each jurisdiction that it operates. I also ensure 
effective management of legal and contractual risk.

What motivates you?
The values of Business/Partners - Supporting growth and development and stimulating 
job creation in Africa; and knowing that my role is integral to the company continuing to 
operate and fulfil this vision.

What is the best part of your job?
I enjoy the ever-changing environment of working in various jurisdictions in Africa and 
engaging with stakeholders from Europe, Canada, USA and Africa.  Each day can present a 
new and exciting challenge. The best part is that my role provides me with a holistic view 
of the business.

What is your top tip for entrepreneurs?
Passion – if you have a dream, follow it.  

What is your favourite quote?
“The way to get started is to quit talking and begin doing” – Walt Disney



Kholofelo Lebogo
Finance Manager 

Explain your role at Business Partners International?
I am the financial and tax manager where I manage the financial reporting and tax 
deadlines of the franchise.

What motivates you?
Being the best version of myself. 

What is the best part of your job?
I have an opportunity to coach people in learning new skills and understanding the value 
that they can add to their role and responsibilities.

What is your top tip for entrepreneurs?
Bet on yourself. That will never be a mistake!

What is your favourite quote?
Every exit is an entry somewhere else. – Tom Stoppard


